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1543 July 29, 1904 

infected by steam; cabin passengers' baggage passed; decks, crew, and 
steerage compartments washed down with bichloride solution; all per- 
sonnel inspected and passed prior to sailing; cargo manifests signed. 
Week ended May 28, 1904: 



Deaths. 



Smallpox . 
Plague 



Danger of importation of 'quarantinable diseases. 

At probably no time in the history of the American occupation of 
the Philippines have the islands been threatened by quarantinable 
diseases from so many points as at the present time. From reliable 
sources it is learned that plague is epidemic in southern Formosa. 
Several hundred cases were reported during the first two weeks in 
April. 

About 30 cases of plague per week are being reported at Hongkong, 
and in addition to that cholera has made its appearance at that port. 
The latter is considered a great source of danger to the Philippines, 
because the run from Hongkong to Manila is only two days. The 
traffic between these two ports is so heavy that detention for the full 
incubation period of the disease would result in heavy losses. It is 
believed that for the present at least the importation of the disease 
can be guarded against by a rigid inspection of all persons just prior 
to sailing and again upon the arrival of the vessel in the Philippines; 
also by prohibiting the shipment of all suspicious cargo and by pre- 
venting the use of suspicious water or foodstuffs by persons on board 
during the voyage. These measures are being carried out at present. 

The large experience which the service has had with cholera in 
the islands shows that for practical purposes the incubation period of 
cholera is never more than forty-eight hours. For that reason any 
persons who harbored the cholera germ would in all probability show 
evidences of the disease before they could land here. 

Plague has also again made its appearance in and about Amoy in 
epidemic form. Owing to the large number of steerage passengers 
which arrive from that port a letter, a copy of which I inclose, has 
been sent to Doctor Johnson, the consular surgeon at Amoy. It is 
believed that the plan outlined therein will prevent the introduction 
of the disease from that source. This is practically the same plan 
which was used last year and which proved to be successful at that 
time. 

Cholera has also made its appearance at Saigon. There are a great 
number of vessels plying between that port and the Philippines. 
They are principally engaged t in bringing rice from that port. As 
most of the vessels engaged in that business at present nave their 
home port in Manila it has been possible to communicate with the 
masters of these vessels and request them not to take any water at 
SaigonJ to keep their crews aboard while there,, and not to take on 
board as cargo or ship's stores any fresh vegetables or other suspi- 
cious foodstuffs. 
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There is very little passenger traffic between Saigon and the Philip- 
pines, and as the running time is over four days there is not so much 
danger to be apprehended from the crew or passengers themselves. 

Plague has also made its appearance in Brisbane, Australia. 

A large number of smallpox cases continue to occur at Nagasaki 
and other Japanese ports. A number of vessels that call here have 
had their crews contract smallpox while on that coast, and in conse- 
quence we are also menaced from that quarter. 

A very encouraging feature of the situation is the fact that while 
plague has increased so much in other ports the number of cases in 
Manila has remained about the same. From this it would appear that 
the large amount of sanitary work that is being done is bearing fruit. 

No vessels cleared for the United States during the week. 

Detention at Amoy of steerage passengers for the Philippine Islands 

recommended. 

[Inclosure.] 

Office of the Chief Quarantine Officer 

for the Philippine Islands, 

Manila, P. I, June 9, 1904- 
Dr. Carl Johnson, 

United States Consular Surgeon, Amoy, China. 
Sir: Referring to your letter of June 4, 1904, which states that 
plague is present in Amoy and that it is epidemic in several cities from 
which Manila passengers come, I have to state that hereafter vessels 
entering ports of the Philippines from Amoy, which carry steerage 
passengers, will have to undergo a detention of seven days, which is 
to date from the time disinfection of the vessel is completed in the 
Philippines. If, however, you could make arrangements to quaran- 
tine the passengers who ordinarily take steerage accommodations at 
Amoy for the period of seven days, and such passengers are accom- 
panied by a certificate from you to the effect that they have under- 
gone such detention, and that no quarantinable disease has made its 
appearance among them, the vessel bringing such passengers will only 
be subjected to the usual disinfection before being granted pratique. 
Respectfully, 

Victor G. Heiser, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, Chief Quarantine 

Officer for the Philippine Islands. 



Week ended June 4, 1904: 








Cases. 


Deaths. 




3 

2 







2 







No vessels cleared for United States ports during the week. 
Report from Cehu—Case of ouhonic plague. 

Assistant Surgeon Fox reports, May 25, through Chief Quarantine 
Officer Heiser, as follows: 

A case of bubonic plague, resulting in death, occurred in this city 
May 25, 1904, in the person of a Filipino girl 8 years of age; origin 
unknown. 



